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Msgr. Donald A. Md
planned to sp�ak to '- , .
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Mass. I can express h ·
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know that. he is n?t he�'
cause of his doctor' s ord<
sider it an honor to b.
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We have gathered her(' '· i
ternoon to offer the Ho l ',1[ •
and to pray for the decea.s,.
bers of our ·National Fed
a�.d for all departed Cathok i
s1cians.· On an occasion like: l
�e have an opportunity to me �
tate on the qualities of a Catho� 1 c
.
profess1ona1·person. We may take
the liberty of comparing _the quaI 1·t·1es of the. Catholic physician with
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h perm!·tS a person to
be . motivated b
�elfish inter
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y
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Father Flanagan,· ditor of THE LiN
ACRE QUARTERLY, .oetfered the Memorial
Mass and gaue this address n_ June JO,
1959, at St. Nicholas Churchom Atlantic
h si
.
C't
, y, N
. J. This Mass for deceased P
cians . •s a/ wa y s celebrated during �he
_
American M e d I c 8 I Association arrnual
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imately takes as his goal in life the
making of money _..- the accumu ��
L
tion of wealth. He is •1ot by '.s
vocation m
1 e b ound bv or ded1. J·f
.
ca ted to the unselfish service of
•)thers. .Christian society recog
nizes this as . a proper busmess
,pproach.

The professional man, on the
,ther hand, is, as it were, set aside
. om the cold materialistic calcula
,ons of the market place. He has
:,sen a ·vocation in life whkh b y
nature and its tradition i s d�
!d to serving the needs �f h_1s
·wmen. The very motivation m
. , life is service - service to men,
, . 0
and children - and· serv
)f: very personal and intimate
n;iturc.

Tbe professional ·man has spe
cial God-given talents; he has had
.
extensive e ducation and developed
particular skills. All of these, ho or
ever, he possesses. and uses not -;
.
himself or his selfish des1res, b ut
for the benefit of suffering huma�.
1ty. All of these gifts are held m
trus t for all mankin d ' and espe.
cially the sick.

This concept of the professional
man i·s beautiful and places the
.
pro fess1ons themselves on a very
.
high and Christian plane. Th is
.
understanding of a profession
gives dignity and sacredness to the
life and the work of a truly Cath
olic physician.
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This afternoon as we meditate
on the work of the.deceased mem
bers of our Federation, we can
well think of their years of service
in terms of this dedicated and un
selfish service to others. These
servkes, together :with their relig
ious observance, constitute their
glory. It is well for us on this oc
casion to give thought to ou� own
lives in order that we may make
sure that these same ideals moti
vate us. It is easy to be distracted
by the attractive materialistic val
ues which surround us daily.
As we pray for our deceased
members in the Mass today, we
should not forget to pray for our
selves, and we should remember
Catholic physicians as a group _
we should pray that they shall not
l �se that truly Christian profes
s10nal spirit which means so much
m the world today and we shou
ld
ask God's grace for the sick who
are dependent upon the profes
s'.onal spirit of the medkal prof
es
sion.
I would be derelict in my duty

today if I did not pay my respects.
to the wives of our Catholic physi
cians. It is true that as a group
th s-� men have accomplished an
in, dculable amount of good and
cor,• nue to do so each day. Never
theless, they could not have done
so much, served so unselllshly, if
they did not have the understand
ing. the sympathy and the support
of their wives. The life of a physi
cian is not easy, nor is the life of
a physician's wife completely tran
quil. Indeed, the sacrifices are
frequently so great that they could
not be borne if these women did
not understand and share the pro
fessional idealism of their hus
bands. We honor them today.
also.
In this Memorial Mass, there
fore, we prayerfully remember de
ceased physicians and their wivef
and we pray that the traditional
spirit of unselfish professional
service will motivate and support
all of our Catholic physicians and
their wives ,today and throughout
the year.

Federation Executive Board Meeting
Scheduled
Th� . Executfoe Board of the Federation of Catholic
Physicians' Guilds will meet December 5-6, 1959. Time,
9,3 0 a. m. Place, Baller Hotel, Dallas, Texas . . . The
_
off,cers of the Federation and one delegate from each
_
active . constituent Guild constituting the Board will
conduct business . . . Election of Officers.
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THE FRUITS ( CONSERVATISM IN THE
TREATMENT C .TARIAN PATHOLOGY
H0

JN · THIS

ERA of
rockets and "radicd
the concept of conserv
ten frowned upon as 1
weakness or a hollow ,
withstanding this attitt,
an increasing aware11<
medical profession 'tha:
tion of certain organs il
may result in specific '"'
physical deficiencies whll
be completely compensatt
substitution therapy. Th
must be categorized in ti·
and, particularly, in those ,
who are still in the range , t , ,,,
tinued ovarian endocrine act" 1t ·,
The trend toward conscrw,tive
treatment of o�arian lesions is due
to the recognition of certain func
tional disturbances which occur
followi�g re�oval of both ova:ic�.
Ovariotomy was first institut,.' by
Ephraim McDowell in the ,,,rh
nineteenth century and, afte,
stormy period of criticism. gradu·
ally became an acceptable and
comparatively frequent procedure.
Subsequently, the ovaries were re
moved nqt only for tumors, but for
all types of ovarian disease. varyDr. Christian is a Pathologist and Oirec•
tor of Laboratories at Carney Hospital.
Dorchester, Massachusetts. also Assistant
Professor in Pathology at Tufts Univer
sity School of Medicine, Boston, Massa
chusetts.
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·ng from the most senflu� to the
;,1ost trivial. In fact, at one time
,, was a common procedure to re
nave the ovaries in the treatment
:•f various mental disturbances.
\fter a time this practice was dis
, uraged, when it was observed
,at the individual was deprived
Jt only of ovulation but also of
tors which had a marked influ
e on the general health.
<OME ASPECTS OF OVARIAN
PHYSIOLOGY

a result of the painstaking
of a number of investigators,
has been a gradual evolution
ol �. ow ledge regarding the endo
crine function of the ovaries. The
more important of these are:
I. Preservation of the functional
capacity f or pregnancy. For the

maintenance of this function, there
must be one viable ovary, or a
piece of one ovary, and a patent
tube. Anatomically, it is conceiv
able that a small wedge of ovarian
tissue with an intact blood supply
may be adequate to maintain a
normal physiological balance. The
possibility of pregnancy will de
pend upon the presence of one or
more Graafian follicles which are
capable of maturation and of re
leasing a Viable ovum. Under these
circumstances, pregnancy is pos129

